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REVENUE AND FORESTS DEPARTMENT

Mantralaya, Madam Cama Marg, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk
Mumbai-400 032, Dated the 14th July, 2023.

NOTIFICATION

MAHARASHTRA PREVENTION OF FRAGMENTATION AND CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS ACT.

No.Sankirn-2022/C.R.287/L-1.— The following draft of rules further to amend the Bombay
Prevention of Fragmentation and Consolidation of Holdings Rules, 1959, which the Government of
Maharashtra, proposes to make in exercise of the powers conferred by section 37 of the Maharashtra
Prevention of Fragmentation and Consolidation of Holdings Act ( LXII of 1947) (hereinafter referred
to as “the said Act”) and of all other powers enabling it in this behalf, is hereby published as required
by sub-section (3) of section 37 of the said Act, for the information of all persons likely to be affected
thereby; and notice is hereby given that the said draft will be taken into consideration by the
Government of Maharashtra on or after 15th September, 2023.

2. Any objection or suggestion, which may be received by the Additional Chief Secretary
(Revenue), Revenue and Forests Department, Mantralaya, Madam Cama Marg, Hutatma Rajguru
Chowk, Mumbai-400 032, from any person with respect to the said draft on or before the aforesaid
date, will be considered by the Government.

DRAFT RULES

1. These rules may be called the Bombay Prevention of Fragmentation and Consolidation of
Holdings (Amendment) Rules, 2023.

2. In rule 1 of the Bombay Prevention of Fragmentation and Consolidation of Holdings Rules,
1959 (hereinafter referred to as “the Principal Rules”), for the words and figures “Bombay Prevention
of Fragmentation and Consolidation of Holdings Rules, 1959”, the words “Maharashtra Prevention
of Fragmentation and Consolidation of Holdings Rules” shall be substituted.

3. In rule 3 of the principal Rules,-
(a) after clause (a), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-
“(a-1) “farm road” means the road mainly used for the farming activity;”;
(b) after clause (c), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(c-1) “well” means a well sunk for the search or extraction of groundwater by a person
or persons and includes open-well, dug well, bore-well, dug-cum bore-well, tube-well,
filter point, collector-well, infiltration gallery, recharge-well, disposal-well or any of their
combinations or variations, excluding the structures sunk by the authorised officials of
the central or the State Government for carrying out scientific investigations, exploration,
augmentation, conservation, protection or management of groundwater;”.

4. In rule 27 of the principal Rules,-

(1) in sub-rule (1), for the words, brackets, letter and figures “clause (a) of section 31”, the
words, brackets, letter and figures “clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 31” shall be substituted ;

(2) for sub-rule (2), the following sub-rules shall be substituted, namely:-

“(2) On receipt of an application under sub-rule (1), the Collector may, subject to the
provisions of the relevant tenancy law and the provisions of the Maharashtra Agricultural Lands
(Ceiling on Holdings) Act, 1961 (Mah. Act No. XXVII OF 1961) (in so far as such provisions
relate to restrictions on the transfer of agricultural land) and the conditions prescribed in this
rule, sanction the transfer of the holding or as the case may be, the part thereof-
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(a) if the land is required for the well ;
(b) if the land is required for the farm road ;

(c) ifthe remaining land after acquisition or direct purchase of adjoining land for public
purpose, is less than the standard area ; or

(d) if the land is required for the purpose of Central or State Rural Housing Schemes
for individual beneficiaries.

(2A)(a) An application for transfer of such land for well shall be accompanied by a
No Objection Certificate of Groundwater Survey and Development Agency mentioning the
availability of water and permission for digging of well and shall contain Geo-coordinates of
the land required for well.

(b) A proposed purchaser of such land for well shall possess minimum standard area.
(¢) The Collector may sanction a transfer of such land maximum upto two Are for well.

(d) Such sanction order by the Collector shall include the Geo-coordinates of the land
proposed to be transferred for well. The sanction order of the Collector shall be attached
to the sale deed of such land.

(e) After the sale deed of such land, the entry limited to “well” utility shall be taken
as the remarks on 7/12 extract of such land.

(2B)(a) An application for transfer of land for farm road shall be accompanied by the rough
map of the proposed farm road, Geo-Coordinates of the land on which farm road is proposed
and affidavit mentioning the details of the nearest existing road where the proposed farm road
is connecting.

(b) A proposed purchaser of such land for farm road shall possess minimum standard
area near the land proposed for the farm road utility.

(¢) The Collector shall, after receipt of an application, call report of the Tahsildar
containing the Geo-coordinates of the land on which the farm road is proposed and its
connection with the nearest existing road. The Collector may, after receipt of such report
of the Tahsildar, sanction transfer of such land for farm road.

(d) Such sanctioned order of the Collector shall include the Geo-coordinates of the
land proposed to be transferred for farm road. The sanctioned order of the Collector shall
be attached to the sale deed of such land.

(e) After the sale deed of such land, the entry limited to “Farm Road restricted for
the use of adjoining land holders only” shall be taken in the “other rights” column of 7/12
extract of such land.

(2C)(a) An application for the transfer of land which is less than the standard area remaining
after acquisition of land or direct purchase for public purpose shall be accompanied by the final
award of land acquisition or the Kami Jast Patrak (KJP).

(b) The Collector may, after verifying that the documents mentioned in clause (a) are
attached to the application, sanction transfer of such land which is less than the standard
area remaining after acquisition of land or direct purchase of land for the public purpose.

(2D)(@) The Collector shall, before sanctioning transfer of land required for the purpose of
Central or State Rural Housing Schemes for individual beneficiaries, ascertain that the District
Rural Development Agency has identified the applicant as a beneficiary of such rural housing
schemes.

(b) The Collector may sanction transfer of such land maximum upto five hundred
Square feet to each beneficiary for rural housing.
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(¢) The Collector shall sanction transfer of land required for the purpose of Central or
State Rural Housing Schemes for individual beneficiaries only if residential user of such
land is allowed and approach road of prescribed width is available as per the provisions of
the Maharashtra Regional and Town Planning Act, 1966 (Mah. XXXVII of 1966) and the
Development Control Regulations framed thereunder.

(d) Such sanctioned order of the Collector shall include the Geo-coordinates of the
land proposed to be transferred for above mentioned Scheme. The sanctioned order of the
Collector shall be attached to the sale deed of such land.

(2E) The sanction of the Collector for transfer of land for well, for farm road and for purpose
of Central or State Rural Housing Schemes for individual beneficiaries shall be valid only for
one year and further extension can only be given for another two years on the request from
applicant. The said sanction shall be deemed to be cancelled if the transfer for the said purpose is
not executed in the said period of one year or the extended period. If the said land so purchased
is found to be used for any purpose other than the purpose for which sanction was given, then
such sanction shall be deemed to be cancelled ab-initio.”.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

SANJAY BANKAR,
Joint Secretary to Government.
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